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OT wm 
To the Supreme Authority of 
En6Land, Aſſembled in ParLianenTt, _ 


The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Soake 
_ of Peterborow, within the County of Northam- 
pton, containing about forty Townes and Villages, 


=” 


> 
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hh 
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\D V4 S\A 
Fennes in the S92ke of Peterboyow, which containe about 
eight thouſand Acres, and are to have above three-thou- 
ſand out of them, upon theſe grounds, as we humbly con- 
ceive: Firſt, that we defied to be drained by them ; Se- 
condly,that weare fully heard; Thirdly,that our grounds 
were haurtfully ſurrounded, & of little or no value. Tothe 
ficſt we deniegthat we ever gave our Conſents,but contra- 
riwiſe, we alwales oppolſed it ; and if any Petitions were 
preſented to that purpoſe, we proteſtagainſt them. To the 
ſecond, we attended many moneths at the Committee, 
but-never had one witneffe examined. To the third, your 
Petitioners can prove, that our grounds are not hurtfully 
ſurrounded (as is ſuggeſted) but generally worth Tenne, 
Twelve, and I wenty:Shillings an Acres which. is very 
well known to a principall Engineere lately imployed by 
the ſaid Adventurers, who for four hundred Acres would 
have ſecured all the reſidue from any hurtfull ſurcound- 
ing, or over-flowing :.the onely prejudice we receive, be. 
ing by the negle& of ſcowring ſome ancient Draines and 
Sewers bythe ſaid Earl in his Mannor atThorney,and ſome - 
new workes contrary to Law erefed at Whi:leſey, and 
elſewhere, which hurtfully ſuccounds many thouſand 
Acres of rich Medowes; yet th 7 ſaid Earl mult have above 
d-2 ac 


(2) 


a third part of onr Fen for melioratien. Your Petitioners 
bumbly rce-mind this Honourable Houſe,that-inprinme Fa- 

cebi the undeitaking Draining .was thrown'our of this 
Houſe for a Menopoly : Alſo your Honors,in your Grand 
and ficit Remonſtrance of the fifteenth of December,16 41. 
adjudged it an /juſtice, Oppreſſion, Violence, Preje&, and 
Grievance ; and in more exprets words thus ; Large-quan- 
cities of Commons and: Severals have been taken away 

from the ſubject by the colour of the Statute of Improte.. . 


ment, and by abuſe of the Commiſſions of Sewers, witk- - 
out their conſents, and againſt it, | 


The kumble deſires of your Petitioners are; Firſt, that they - 
may enjoy the benefit of your Declarations, to maintaine 
our Propriettes, according tothe Great Charter, and Peti- 
tion of Right, and »bat (according to the Statute of Tm 
provement)your Petitioners may be at libertie to make the 
beſt of their own ;, or that your Honours: will be pleaſed to _ 
conſider of our Exceptions againſt the ſaid AG, which we 
bumbly tender herewith unto your Honors : Secondly, that 
tn the mean time,we-may not be diſquieted in our Voſteſſr= 
ens by. the-ſaid Undertakers:. Andlaſfily, that we may 
 Feape the benefit of your former Order, That n1 Member ef * 
_ wbu Honowable Houſe, or amyother perſon that 15 an Un= 
_ dertaker, Sharer, Purchaſer, near Allie, Lender of Money, 
or ſhall bave Colateral Security npoz the Undertakers pre=: 
tended Shares of our Land, may be Judges and Parties, 
| And theſe things we are imboldneg to:crave of your Honors 
( altbeugh an Ai of Parliament be paſſed againſt w ) 
frem your emwords laid down in your excellent Declara= 
tion of November, 164.2. where you declare, it #s the peo-= 
ples Rights, and your Duty, -to receive Petitions, though + 
#painſt things eftabliſhed by Law... —- 


And your Petitioners ſliall pray. oe .. 


. - op - 


Exceptions. 


(3) 
Exceptions to the A& for _ ing ofthe great Level> 
_ extending it ſelfe into the Gounties of Northton, &c. 
'F A ms in the preamble of the A&, the great Le- 
\ V. vellis ſuggeſted to be fuch-groundszas by reaſon 
of the frequent over-flowing, are of ſmall and uncertaine 
profit ; and under that notion. doe include the Een in 
Peterborow Soake. - FE oy 
Except. We deny our'Fen to be of that condition, being 
venerally worth ten,twelve,and twenty ſhillings theAerez 
And ſo they have creed their ftruture upona falſe & uns - 
ſound foundacion,taking that for granted which-is not. 
2, Another conſideration for the paſſing this Alt, is 
that the Earl] of Bedford in the 13th, year of King,Charles, . 
had ninety five thouſand Acres decreed to him out of the 
faidLevell, in recompence of his undertakings, 
| Except. This decree was procured by bribing the King 
with 12000. Acrez of the ſaid Levell, three thouſand 
whereef was part of the Common of your Petitioners. - 
3: Itis further alleadged, that the ſaid Exrle and his - 
participants bad madea good progreffe therein. 
Except. The onely progrefle they made, was todevide 
the ſaid ninty five chouſand Acres amongſt themſelves by 
lats and 1hares,.as by the words of the ſaid A& appeares,* 
for it was found by a Jury at Huntington, 14. Carol, that. 
the.faid Earle and his Participants, had noc meliorated-* 


« 


the ſaid Fens.- | 


: b. < , 


v 8 . - 


| 4+ Whereasitis alſo ſuggeſted that by reaſon of ſome' 
interruptions, the intended benefit of the Common= - 
Wealth hath beene pievented and delayed. 

Except. The. imerruption. they received were onel; 
their one feares to proceed, becatife their undercakings - 
 wereilllegall, and their proceedings unjuſt which never - 
were beneficiall; but deſtruRtive tothe Common-Wealth, 
as hath beene declared by this preſent Parliament. #/ 

5. Another inducement'to paſſe the AR, is thatthe: - 
faid Earle and his Participants arecontenr to proceede in - 
thelaid worke, and hlod it out as buſineſſe proper forthe: | 
care of a Parliament-: A>., Exceps+-. 


64) 

Except. We conceivethe Undertakers, many of them 
being perſons diſ-affe&ed, are. ſo contented to the end 
they might render the Parliament diſtatefull to the peo- 
ple, and by conſequence ruine them, by ceuntenancing 
that which they had formerly adjudged, and demonftra- 
ted as agrieveance in the caſe of Sir Robert Barkebam, 
Captaine Hall, and Mr. Falrond; and ſo might doe that 
by policie, which they could not doe by power.  _ 
6. By the At the Undertakers may leave L5000.Acres, 


» 


for beds and receptacles for Water, befides Meres, Pools, 


« 


and Channrls. | 

Exeept. Under this pretence, they may to Draine the 
Earle of Bedfords Lands, which are next adjoyning, and 
really hurtfully farrounded, and make all our Common 
a receptacle for water. _ SLY 


« 


, 


7. Many of the” Commilſsioners are ſuch which the 
Undertakers know will not attend, others are (Inderta- 
ers, ſharers, or creditors dire&ly or colaterally, and the 
Participants not being named, may be Commiſsioners 
for ought we knaw,. and thele Commitſsioners have ab- 
ſolute and unlimiced power by view, or otherwile as to 
them ſhall ſeem meet without Juries (the life of the Law, 
and the peoples juſt freedome) to judge our grounds 
Drained, and put us out of poſſeſſion ; and in caſe we bee 

grieved by their judgement, yet we have no remedy but 
. by appealing to themſelves 4 and that in the Temple Hall 
in London; or whether they will adjourne whereby the re- 


A 


medy is worſe then the diſeaſe. 


© 


8. Our Lands were heretofore unjuſtly decreed to the 
ſaid Earle, by colour of a'Cottimiflion of Sewers, yet up- | 
on this groun e 


d the ULndertakers muſt have the ſame pro- 


portion again, whether we receive benefit orno; and we 
have no.liberty by this A to ſeeke redreffe,till firſt we be 
put out of poſſeſſion,and then the Commiſſioners have on- 


ly power for three yeares to glye ſatisfaQtipn, afterwards 
_y "3-44 7 _ | WY (y4r--F* 5 "x - Nx PRs: 3 


” 


we be remedilefle, © le SIND 
9. Except. Any five Commiſſioners may put us ont of 
poſſeſſion, but we cannot be reſtored withoutlix, by the 
| ancleng 


(FY 


aticient Commiſſioners of Sewers 
times ſix, by reaſon their were ſevenLevels. 


to, Extepr, In cafe any reſtitution bemade to berſon 


or owner;it muſt be taken from another; the Undertakers 


here ought to b be ſeven 4 


mult ftill keepe their thares, which'is to engage the Conn- 


ties in Feuds and differences: 


11. Except, By the ſaid AQ, the River of I; Mend in not. 


to be mereogdlet withall,which will be very prejudicial 


to your Petitioners, for we finde by conſtant experience, 
thatin cafe we be bo 


want of water, 
12. Except, The Commiſſioners by the A&have power 


at diſcretion to make'our Lands which they conceive im- 


proved pn o1 


renfied Level, 'to bee 
NIP: T 


i4fno wat knows 


whether 5 Fltate be fd Srild: SH 2 ily, 
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*. 33- Bi 
the Statute Improvement;itis nad: 
that an Undertake 


'obght to” have the Ms: 


for part'.6f' the 


owners and commoner conſents,whi ich'the Undererkers 


"well knew, av #- wg they ſugt veſted tothe Parlia- 
ment, thaty erivioners did de E them rg®wnder- 
rakeit; and FAT 
heferofore profercttl a 
"che Parliziotht Ordered ihiitafl'the Coun 
ſhould have notice, that Torhey might 


aEwlihtthey 


could again the 121d BI," actofdingly the Fad 
Counties did: artend and Ghjeltel ppt; ; and there- 


upon that Rilf wene = faorcher,; ©? 
* "Thereforewehygim AGRA Hay Ye 
_ by why of proviſſona r ocheryile. 
confi ing SeAR i Sint oor, Fr 


|. Thereare multitudes of 'poore OO techls Fen, | 
' which if three thouſand Atres be taken” away: from Us, - 


multitades of poore muſt ex bepgi) ne 2445 * Hoo 
" Alſo the UnderrdRefs riew iworkes rtf ſick danger- 


im 8 #<& #1 


' ons conſequence, that will drowne many | Townes - atid 


E F ines, . 


ot ſupplyed* out of that River, our 
 grounds.is of that contin, that otrr Cattle periſh for 


}.* By the'43: of Elizabeth, otthbily called 
nd- SioMdaded 


rgnd when' thefaid Undertakers - 
r Drayning the fijd Levelll; 
| | tes concerned | 


\ 


take 


reported ) hath contrafted for the Lndercakers deſigned 
ſhare in chat Fen, began to b 


the.old Court projedts,to 


the owners without and againit gheir conſents, 


, 
/ 


(6) 


their houſes; and it much.perplexes ns,that we who have 
adhered unto you in your greateſt extremities, ſhould be 
ruined by thaſe which diſerted you, . when you had moſt 
need of them, . And Mr. Robert Henly ſhould not onely 
Draine our Purſes with his Latitats, bug alfo by his di- 
ftrugive new workes, drown:us in our Douſes, oY 

Theſe exceptions we tender to your honours who anly 
can redrefſe us, humbly deſiring that you will give us 
leave as occaſion-ſhall require, to offer-farther.and other 
Excegtione tothe faid AQ, 08_O 

The Petition was heretofore prefer'd into the bands of 
ſome Members of Parliament;with an intent to be preſen- 
ted to the Hgule, .but by reaſon of weightier. buſineſs, it 
- , About 4/erch Jallythe Mndertakers ſet on worke-men 
todig the ground, and make Banks.and works jn. the 
Comman belonging to.the Sokot Peterborop. I he Petitt- 
oners ( thattheir difſent, might appeare in atts as weil as 
words) peaceably;and for ſome other reaſons went tothe 
work-menand diſcharged them. 

Herey n Mr. 


. 
, 
-* » 
- 


x 
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Henly and:his complies; od Court Un9& 


queſtred Malignants, which. Mr, Henly ( as is 


# 


je , - = fey raft es BE 5:3 k 
( he conceived ) tgod moſt for propriety,and in oppoling 


bis defigne out of Co mmilſion:'of Peace, + and: toawe the 


Country.to a compliance, threatens informations for rie 


ots againſt them inthe upper Bench, and farther tg deter 


- chem,publiſhed abroad by bis Agents,that.the Pecitioners 


ES. > Cc 5 


\ 1 eg a, "9 WIS | b -. CF... ca A 
(or ſome of themacleaſt }_are no lefſe guilty of. reaſon 


8. , < 
- 
= ” X Y * 
4 
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then the Earle of Strafford;, but upon -what juſt grounds, 


x 


The Undertakers further to blaſt the Petition in the 


it will appeare by the infuing Papers; | 


| Houſe, do aſperſe the Petitioners with the name of Level 


lers, when as the [Indertakers themſelves are the true Le- 


- 


vellers, who deſtroy propriety, and take away Land from 


"No 
\ ion. "IS W "# p E 
_ > OY" 4 = => oy - F . 


of che bufineſſe in your Towneſhip , andio met us ab 


©) 


VatewviN® Pankne; VV !ILT.TAM 
MANNING, EDnunND BaaGo 


To Pecerbic row: 


Hercas it is apparant tat the "On- 
dertaker: wi: tak? a large porti-n of 
| tbeCommons , unleſſe ſome ſþ eay 
courſe be taken for preruention chere- 
of 1 Wee raking it into ſerious confileration , barve 
thought fic chat a confiderabl- ſunwme of mane y may bee 
raiſed by a evalunrary contribuiton in cYeiry Towne, 
which wee have ind: fferen' ly computed accord-ng to 
the Nore ſent toy1u, and wee d: fire you, whoje N1mes 
are above written 10 afford your aſiftance in promot 'ng 


ghenext Scfitns, that the ( ountrey may tnow wb. is 
done rberein Darea ths . day of April, 4650. 


ww 


Francis Quarles, 
Jon Cle. puie. 
Ml ay Le aild, 


"Si 


Pactborough, F: L 00, 08, 


(o/y ofthe "RP - 
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Ichard Kendall of Crowlard in the County of Lixitols, 
Gent. maketh Oath that upon the 19, day of April 
| laſt,one Francis Y warles of Ufford, in the County of 

Northempton,oneof the Juſtices of the Peace for that 
: County, wi:h divers other Perſons to the number of a« 
boar r00.came in a tomultuons manner upon x Banck that leads from 
Peatirhe in the ſayd County of A+ thamptor to Crowland aforee 
{1yd, being within the great Levell of the Fennes appoynted to. bee 
dreyned by AR of this preſence Parliament , where there wereneare 
105. men at wotke by direQion of the Earlc of Bedford, and other 
his Adventurers and Participants, in the fayd worke of dreyning for 
making up the Baacke in order to the dreyning of the fayd great 
Levell of the Fennes. The ſayd Mr. 2#erles did then .in the head of 
the ſayd: Company. then wich him, in the name of the Lord of the 
Seyle and the Commoners diſcharge the ſayd workemen from 
working any further : And the fayd Puerles being atthat time 
cold char there was nothing there doing, but what they were ſufficts 
ently authoriſed to do by an A of Parliament, which thisDeponent 
would have ſheywed him, being an Atof this preſent Parltament: The 
fayd Pxarles replyed. that kee knew the AQ of Parliament'as well 
23S hee, and did notwithſtanding go on to diſcharge the workmen ; 
inſoemach as many of the ſayd workemen did thereupon forſake their 
worke : And this Deponent further ſaith,thar the ſayd Lx#4rles and 
his Company returning from the ſayd' Bancke they met with one - 
Maſter Layfeild of Thorpe an the ſayd County of Northampton, 
at Peakirke , to whom this Deponent repayred within a few 
dayes after, and ſhewed him the ſayd A& of [Parliament roqut- 
ring him to bee aſſiſting to the dreyning, as t re- 


he Gayd At 

quires..: When the fayd Layfieldfayd , that if hee had not came too 

late hee had beene himſelfe upen the ſayd Binck with the ſayd 2: | 
Lonsg 


(9) 
ſons; who went to diſcharge the workemen : And this Depenent 
bclicvech char if the number of the workemen had nor Herne much 
greater then thoſe perſons rthat-eame to diſcharge them ;-und'the 
Souldiers neare at hand in the: Garriſon of C: »wiarg, the fayd per- 
fons who came with the fayd Dow tes had failen upon the worke- 
men 3 And this D«:ponent i* induced to believethe ſame , becanſe 
they gave ont in a Jraring way before they came , that chry wou'd 
come thar day ro py the warkemen their wagcs , meaning as. his 
D-ponent nnderſtood then, to beate them» And for the ea-ry ing on 
of this oppoſition ro the ſayd. worke of dreynir'g. this D-ponent 
farhchat fo vera! Wirrants under che hands f ſome Juſtices of Peace, 
( rwo where w: re the fiyd Mr. © varies and Mr. Loyteila ) were 
mad: our for coll ting moncy upon the ( ountrey , and one of the 
+ _—_ this D.poncnt ſaw , whercof the Papcr annexcd is a uue 

PJs ws, het 
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C997 of the Petition, 


(ro) © 


To the Right Honorable the Lords Com- 
miſtioners rf the great Seale of England, 


The humble Petition of the Adventurers for the 
Dreyang of the great Levell of the Fennes 
 'withinthe County of Norchampron, 

Nurfolke, Lincoln, Cambridge, and 
Fiuntington, and the {lo 
-- of Bly. | 


Hundly pray * 


Hat your. Lordfoips would he pleaſed to take into conſpder ation the 
high contempts aud wiſdemeanors of Francis Quarles, and Willi» 
am L2yaeld E/quirer, and ſuſtices of Peace in the County of Nor 

thampton, ſet f erth zx tbe aA fdavit berewvto annexed and to grant 
Jour Lorſhips honorable Letters, that the [aid fuſtices of Peace may 
an{[wer the [ame befire your Flonours. | 


i 
* 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray for your Lordſhips,&cs 
RopeRT HENLEY, 
Joun TRAFFORD. | 


—— eee En .. t.. 


\ 
- 
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" Ft the above named Francs © warles, and Williams Leyficts 
2 have notice of this Petition, Warrant, and Afﬀidavit annexed,and 


put in their Anſwers therenatoy within 8'dayes after ſuch notices 


Richara Keble, Eſq. 
fohs Lifle, Eſq. 


7s 


DEER 5 
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Freeholders, and Inkabitants within the Soake of Peterborow, Come 


fayd Common had beene within the ſayd Atand Levell), Hee the 


: thereof, : That we with the reſt of the Gentlemen, 


moners in the great Fen thereof; having information that the Petiti- 
oners and their participants had procpred 'an AR of Parliament for 
Drayning the great Levell in the Petition mentioned (in which Le- 
vell they pretended the ſayd Fenne to be) vpon ſuggeſtions, that the 
fayd Gentlemen, Frecholders, avd Commoners , did afſent unto and 
deſire the ſayd participants, toundertakethe ſfayd Worke. To unde- 
ceive the Hon. Houſe of Parliament, and that it might appeare that 
the ſayd Fen was.not wichin the ſayd Levell , and that the ſayd un- 


detraking Drayning; was without and againft their conſent ; a Peti- 


tion was exhibited by them , and preferred into the hands of ſome 
Members of Parliament, to be-preſented tothe Houſe. And in order 
thereunts, and that their ſayd difſent might more clearly appear, and 
for that the ſayd Undertakers had cut great part of the ſayd Come 
mon where they the ſayd Gentlemen, Freeholders , and Commes« 
ners, had ſeverall Interefts, and had not payd , or:tendred them re- 
compence for the ſaid cuts,(aS by the ſaid Atis inJoyned, in cafe the 


Bg3 ſayd. 


_ - -w — —_——  —_— — —_— —_— 
- 


WT 
ayd Poerke , together with Job» Cleypole Efq.-mnd divers dther 


Gentlemen, Frecholders, and Commenters. did about the time in the 


Afﬀidavit mentioned, (in a quiet and peaceable maner as the Depo= 
n.nt himfclfc hath ofcen confeflcd fince ) gore downe the banke lea» 


di2g from Peikerke co Crow'and, ( being part of their Common) 


where ſume workemen were 1mployed by the fayd Underrakers and 


did in the namc of the Lord of the Soyle and Commoners, diſcharge 


the ſayd workmen, codeſift , till che Parliament ſhould further de- 
Clare their picaſure upon che ſayd Petition, And wee doe d ny, that 


_ to our knowledge there were ary defignes or intentions to offci a''y 


violence to the fayd workemen , however the fayd D: ponent w:s 
groundlefſly induced to believe the ſane. And he thr ſayd Leafs id 
doth deny, that he did tell the Deponent that in caf+- he the ſaid Lea» 


+4 had nor come too 1»re, that he had beene himſclfe npon the ſayd 


banke with the ſayd per fors, who went to diſcharge the ſaid workes 


men, bur told hi-1 the D:-ponent, that he the ſ:yd Leafiela f}ountd be 


ready to ſupprefle any cumn't o nproare that ſhouid arſe therupons 


which alſo the Dcponent hath ſince acxnowledged. And further 


told kim the {iyd Leafi-/d, that he the ſxyd D. ponent would have 


expreflcd the ſame in his Affdavir, but that ſore that ſtgod by him 
gxve him atwicch, ard wiſhed him to torbear. e5ex1 rx i; cf(e fame, 
or words to that eff-&. And rhey further Anſwer and confcflc,that 
they together with the ſayd John Cleypole, are Juſti"cs of Peace for 
the Soake and liberty of Peterberow, and humbly conceive,chey have 
not miſdemeancd themſclves inchar piace or truſt repoſed in theme 
bu: being mct together abour tome publike tufincff- for the Coune 
try, and having a great incercſt in the fayd Common, they were then 


 defired by ſeverall other Guntl: men, Freeholders, and Commoners, 


to take fore care that ſome meney' might be rayſd by 4 voluntarfly 
contribution for proſecuting their fayd Petition , which they kne w 
would be very chargeable , and cqua!ly concerned the who!e Soake. 
Wherecupon they upon thr fayd defire-, and by ard with the conſent 
of the ſayd Gentlemen, Commo:'ers, and Freeholders, did ſat{cribe 


ſeverall p+pers to ſome p<rfons : odefire afliſiince cherem. Bar they 
dor urteriy deny, that the ſayd papers were ſubſcrihed by them as 
aft ces of the peace, bur on'y »5 fellow Commoners with che other 
nhabirants within the ſayd Soake. Aud for that rcalvn , w_ Ge 

| | Lact 


w—_ — - — 


| (13) 

ther Juſtices were then preſent, the papers were only ſubſcribed by 
ſach as were Commoners. And they doe further deny the ſayd pas 
pers to be any Warrants, or that they were fo intended by them, or 
ſo repuced:by the Country , there being no words of command in 
them, nor any penalry upon the refuſers, And thongh a meeting was 
dcfired at the Seſſions, yet nor as any buſineſle of Seſſions, bur only 
appointed by rhe ſayd Gentlemen, Frecholders, and Commoners, as 
« time of publike meeting of the Country , and for their eaſe and ad- 
yancage, thar ſo they might have notice what was done , and haves 
joint concurrence without any further trouble,or expence of times 
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